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The novel Coronavirus is a very real public health threat, and it will impact bridge (among many 
other things) for at least a couple of months. National policy seems to have focused on border 
containment and health care practices to reduce the spread of the disease. An effective vaccine 
may be more than a year away, and one strategy  has been to delay the virus’s spread, in part  to 
keep from exceeding the capacity of our healthcare system. 

In February, I was a bridge instructor on a cruise ship traveling from Australia to New Zealand, 
and I got a preview of a virus response program. Earlyon, the ship had over a dozen passengers 
with serious GI tract distress, which triggered CDC and WHO protocols. Each day  a formal 
announcement of the number of people who were sick was broadcast to every room. This 
message was repeated by a second officer along with instructions about hand washing. 
Passengers were directed to hand sanitizers before and after every meal or event. Buffet dining 
was converted to distribution of portions by wait staff. Ketchup  bottles were removed along with 
salt and pepper shakers. Tables were cleaned after any passenger used them, and a table tent 
showed the time when the table could again be used. All hand rails, elevators, stairs, and counters 
were sanitized multiple times each day. It took eight days, but eventually  there were no ill 
passengers and in small steps the ship began to resume normal operations 

All of this was happening while the passengers were reading about the cruise ship in Japan that 
was quarantined for weeks. The crew on my ship had a week of extra shift duties. I guess my 
wife and I were lucky that the CDC had established cleaning protocols for this kind of virus. We 
were relieved that after a challenging cruise, disembarkment day went smoothly. We are now 
back in Colorado thinking about this experience. 

District 17 Response 
ACBL sent out an email on COVID-19 on March 10, asking bridge players to make common 

sense decisions about their participation in bridge tournaments. As I am writing this column, a 

few sectionals have been canceled, as have many sports events, including March Madness. Ohio 



public health officials limited the size of gatherings, AND AS A RESULT THE SPRING NABC 

WAS CANCELED. 

This emerging health threats from COVID-19 will have an impact on the regional tournaments 

run by our host cities and District 17. I have communicated my concerns to the D17 board about 

planning for COVID-19, and I am creating a task force to determine what health practices we 

should adopt at each tourney site. Every tournament chairperson is reviewing cleaning 

procedures. We also need to think about contingency plans and how we can effectively 

communicate with players. 

What can you do? 

Fight Germs. Wash Your Hands! 

I am no public health expert, but some things being mentioned are: [1] wash your hands, [2] 

catch any sneeze or cough in a tissue that you immediately  dispose of, and [3] stay home if you 

are sick. A recent medical journal determined that only five percent of the population knows the 

proper way to effectively wash hands! Click on the video link above for the CDC recommended 

procedure. Clean your cell phones too; they touch your face! Be smart. 

Please do your part. 
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In the COVID-19 era, we have a lot of everyday heroes in our bridge family, people who have 

become volunteers in their communities, who have stepped up and taken responsibility. Let me 

brighten your day with some examples. 

Bill is helping at the local food bank. Ruth is supporting her church outreach to seniors. Kathy is 

reading picture books to kids. And many of  our players are sewing face masks. Bravo. 

Steamboat Springs is a mountain town, far from urban areas. In March, Sharon Smith persuaded 

ACBL to let her start a trio of weekly virtual games. She was a pioneer, learning fundamentals of 

BBO directing and then sharing that knowledge with many other clubs in Colorado. Sharon has 

been working to develop online bridge education classes at a local college. This May she rolled 

out a new website for Steamboat. Bravo. 

Last summer, Cindy Shoemaker and I campaigned to become the next District 17 representative 

to the ACBL National Board of Directors. Cindy won. Since then she has been heavily engaged 

in the many issues triggered by  the pandemic: NABC cancellations, contingency planning, 

financial troubleshooting, virtual bridge rollout, NAP/GNT rescheduling, staff furloughs, and 

other crisis plans. These involve weekly  and sometimes daily  ZOOM meetings. This isn’t fun 

stuff, it’s hard work. Bravo. 

Let me end on a personal note. I have been a friend and a long time bridge partner of Tom 

Goings. Tom was drawn into the pandemic maelstrom during the COVID outbreak at Colorado 

Springs Bridge Center in mid-March. He was hospitalized for eight weeks, including four on 

ventilators. Hard duty, alone, no visitors. I was buoyed by his recent phone call. We talked about 

bridge of course. He was discouraged that he probably would not take a planned bucket list trip 

to Alaska this summer to play in a local tournament, but in addition there was also a sense of 

rebound and recovery. Tom was released from the hospital after eight long weeks. He played in 

the first virtual game in the Springs on May 12. Bravo! 
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My wife and I returned to the United States at the end of February  just  as the Coronavirus was 
starting to dominate the headlines. In the next four months, more citizens died of this disease 
than the combined total in the Korean, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan wars. The statistics are 
grim. The pandemic devastated the face to face bridge world. Many of us know people who have 
died in the pandemic. 

I want to update you on the financial impact of COVID-19 on District 17. The ACBL national 
board will not staff any regionals or sectionals for the rest  of 2020. We do not expect any STAC 
weeks this year. These are the key sources of revenue for the District. Poof, gone. 

Here is what District 17 is doing: 

We have eliminated the cost of face to face board meetings. We are now Zoomies. We are 
learning how to run online meetings. 

We have paused our grant program (more on this later). 

Many D17 costs associated with GNT and NAP competitions will not be incurred in 2020. These 
include travel subsidies to district winners and costs of hosting district competitions. 

We expect to phase out ScoreCard, and rely on Bridge Buzz and a refurbished website for 
communications with our bridge players. 

These changes will dramatically reduce annual expenses. The total savings will be about $20,000 
this year, and about $40,000 in 2021. These cuts mean that District 17 could go into a COVID-19 
“hibernation” for two years and still have over $100,000 in cash reserves for when we resume in-
person tournaments. District 17 will survive a prolonged pandemic shutdown. 

Our goals for the second half of this year include: 

Replace our 10 year old website. Retired web developer Kitty Cooper did an outstanding job a 
decade ago to give D17 a state of the art  website. The world has moved on and website software 
has changed. We need a website that works with multiple smartphones, tablets, and laptops. 

AUGUST 2020



Our grant program has stimulated bridge training and membership building at the Unit  level. But 
units are not currently  holding in-person events. We are evaluating how we might support bridge 
education and membership building in a virtual world. 

I believe there is a role for District  17 in promoting bridge education. New “Shark” software 
combines the power of Zoom video conferencing with a virtual card table. This might be the 
future version of Learn Bridge in a Day, which District 17 has supported for the past five years. 

I hope you have tried virtual bridge on BBO. It is not the same as traditional face to face bridge, 
but it is what we have. Let’s make it work. 
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